Ministry  of  Environment  and  Energy 


Ontario  observes  World  Water  Day 


March  22, 1994  was  designated  World  Water  Day  by 
the  United  Nation's  General  Assembly  during  the 
1992  Earth  Summit  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil.  World 
Water  Day  is  dedicated  to  the  protection  and  preser- 
vation of  our  waters. 

Ontario  borders  on  four  of  the  five  Great  Lakes, 
which  contain  the  fifth  largest  source  of  fresh  water 
on  earth.  On  average,  Carwdians  use  340  litres  of 
water  a  day,  one  of  the  highest  consumption  rates  in 
the  world,  second  only  to  Americans,  who  use  426 
litres  a  day.  Europeans  use  about  165  litres  a  day. 

World  Water  Day  reinforces  the  direction  being 
taken  by  the  government  of  Ontario  by  stressing  the 
importance  of  wise  water  management  and  the 
preservation  of  this  important  resource.  The  Ontario 
Ministry  of  Environment  and  Energy  is  taking  sub-    . 
stantial  measures  to  protect  our  waters.  They 
include: 

MUNICIPAL-INDUSTRIAL  STRATEGY  FOR 
ABATEMENT  (MISA) 

The  Municipal-Industrial  Strategy  for  Abatement 
(MISA)  program  was  established  in  1986  to  control 
pollution  in  Ontario's  lakes  and  rivers.  The  gocil  of 
this  regulatory  program  is  to  eliminate  the  discharge 
of  persistent  toxic  contaminants  into  the  province's 
waterways  by  nine  industrial  sectors. 
•     Clean  water  regulations  were  issued  in  1993  for 
two  sectors:  petroleum  and  pulp  and  paper. 


•  Draft  clean  water  regulations  for  the  metal  min- 
ing, industrial  minerals,  and  metal  casting  sec- 
tors were  released  for  public  review  in  late  1993. 

WATER  AND  SEWAGE  TREATMENT 

To  oisure  that  water  and  sewage  treatment  plants 
are  performing  at  an  adequate  level  of  treatinent,  the 
mirustry  provides  funding  to  municipalities.  Forty 
per  cent  of  this  money  is  used  for  conservation  and 
alternative  approaches,  with  the  balance  for  mainte- 
nance and  exparision  of  existing  systems. 

•  Between  April  1990  and  March  1993,  the  Ontario 
government  has  invested  $538.5  million  in 
grants  to  municipalities  in  the  Great  Lakes  Basin 
for  improving  water  and  sev^ge  treatment  sys- 
tems. 

•  In  February  1993,  Premier  Rae  announced  the 
establishment  of  the  Ontario  Clean  Wata- 
Agency  (OCWA)  to  help  municipalities  plan, 
finance,  build,  upgrade  and  operate  water  and 
sewage  treatment  facilities  across  the  province. 

•  In  February  1993,  Premier  Rae  announced  a 
$258-milIion  investment  by  jobsOntario  for 
upgrading  and  constructing  new  sewage  treat- 
ment and  water  treatment  plants. 

•  In  February,  1994  jobsOntario  announced  an 
additional  investment  of  $350  null  ion  in  more 
than  190  water  and  sewage  projects  over  the 
next  two  years  creating  13XXX)  new  jobs. 
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REMEDIAL  ACTION  PLAN  (RAP)  PROGRAM 

In  Ontario,  17  Remedial  Action  Plan  (RAP)  areas 
have  been  identified  by  the  International  Joint 
Corrmnission  as  'areas  of  concern'  requiring  govern- 
ment and  community  action  to  resolve  existing  pol- 
lution problems. 

•  Ontario  now  invests  more  than  $25  million 
annually  in  improvements  to  municipal  sewage 
treatment  plants  in  designated  RAP  areas. 

•  Work  underway  includes: 

-  die  Greening  of  Collingwood,  a  project 
involving  the  entire  community.  Its  objective 
is  to  reduce  water  and  energy  consumption, 
as  well  as  household  hazardous  waste; 

-  in  June  1993,  the  Thunder  Bay  RAP  team  and 
public  advisory  committee  conducted  a  com- 
munity cleanup  of  more  than  125  kilometres 
of  shoreline  that  attracted  2,500  volunteers; 

-  under  the  Severn  Sound  RAP,  $6.7  million  in 
provincial  support  will  lead  to  a  $7  per  cent 
reduction  of  phosphorus  loadings  from  a  local 
sewage  treatment  plant  this  year. 

-  major  projects  to  rehabilitate  habitat  and 
restore  swimmable  conditions  in  Hamilton 
Harbour,  assisted  by  more  than  $6  million  in 
provincial  fimding. 

POLLUTION  PREVENTION 

Pollution  prevention,  the  elimination  of  f>ollutants  at 
the  source,  is  tiie  ministry's  first  choice  as  a  method 
of  protecting  the  envirorunent  Pollution  prevention 
can  be  achieved  through  activities  which  promote  or 
require  changes  in  the  basic  behavioral  patterns  of 
the  industrial,  commercial  and  institutional  sectors. 

•  Ontario,  in  cooperation  with  the  federal  govern- 
ment and  participating  industries  and  communi- 
ties, has  signed  pollution  prevention  agreements 
for  the  voluntary  reduction  in  the  use,  genera- 
tion and  release  of  toxics.  To  date,  agreements 
have  been  made  wifl\  the  automotive  industry, 
the  metal  finishers,  the  automotive  parts  indus- 
try, and  the  Regiorml  Municipality  of  Hamilton- 
Wentworth.  As  well,  the  ministry  has  signed  an 
agreement  with  the  Canadicin  Chemical 
Producers'  Association. 


•  The  Pollution  Prevention  Pledge  Program  (P*)  is 
designed  to  encourage  industry  to  adopt  into  its 
day-to-day  operations  the  principles  of  pollution 
prevention.  Through  the  P*,  industry  is  chal- 
lenged to  cut  its  persistent,  toxic  and  bio-accu- 
mulative pollutants  in  half  by  1995  and  by  90  per 
cent  by  the  year  2000. 

BEACHES 

Bacterial  contaniination  in  beach  waters  is  the  main 
reason  for  beach  closures.  The  main  sources  of  recur- 
ring contamirwtion  are  urban  stormwater  runoff, 
combined  sewer  overflows,  agricultural  wastes, 
sewage  treatment  plant  bypasses,  industrial  dis- 
charges and  arumal  and  bird  waste. 

•  The  Provincial  Beaches  Program  offers  munici- 
palities and  rural  residents  financial  and  techrri- 
cal  assistance  to  dean  up  existing  pollution  prob- 
lems diat  are  contributing  to  tiie  posting  of  our 
beaches.  The  program  has  two  comjwr^eits:  the 
urban  Beach  Improvement  Program  (BEP)  aiKl 
Qean  Up  Rural  Beaches  (CURB). 

•  The  CURB  program  provides  up  to  $6  million 
annually  to  rural  residents  for  tfungs  like  cattle 
fencing,  improved  handling  of  milkhouse  wash- 
water,  better  manure  storage  and  improved  sep- 
tic systems.  Since  September  1991, 2,200  projects 
have  been  approved  and  $12.8  million  paid  out 

•  The  urban  Beaches  Improvema\t  Program  pro- 
vides municipalities  witii  funds  for  combined 
sewer  overflow  control,  urban  stormwater  pollu- 
tion control,  sewage  treatment  plant  effluent 
enhancement,  and  construction  of  beach  remedi- 
al works.  Murucdpalities  have  received  over  $100 
million  from  the  urban  Beaches  Improvement 
Program  since  its  inception  in  1986. 

MONITORING  AND  SURVEILLANCE 

Ontario  undertakes  a  comprehensive  surveillance 
and  investigations  program  of  the  Great  Lakes 
which  assists  tiie  federal  government  in  meeting  its 
requirements  under  the  Canada-U.S.  Great  Lakes 
Water  Quality  Agreement. 


DRINKING  WATER 

High  quality  drinking  water  is  essential  for  the 
health  and  well-being  of  the  people  of  Ontario.  The 
.  Ministry  of  Environment  and  Energy  has  undertak- 
en several  comprehensive  programs  that  include 
surveillcince,  treatment  optimization  and  groundwa- 
ter studies  to  ensure  that  this  precious  commodity 
remains  safe  and  protected.  For  example,  the 
Drinking  Water  Surveillance  Program  (DWSP) 
analyses  water  from  about  100  water  treatment 
plants  to  determine  its  safety  at  all  times. 

•^  ■  ■  . 

BiNATIONALPROGRAfflS 

On  World  Water  Day,  it  is  especially  important  to 
note  that  water  does  not  recognize  international 
boundaries.  Ontario  is  an.active  participant  in  a 
number  of  binatiorial  activities  including  the  Lake 
Ontario  Toxics  Management  Plan,  the  Lake  Superior 
Binational  Program  and  the  Niagara  River  Toxics 
Management  Plan. 

HERE  ARE  SOME  THINGS  YOU  CAN  DO  TO  HELP 

To  conserve  water: 

•  install  water-effident  showerheads,  faqcets,  toi- 
lets . 

•  fix  leaking  faucets 

•  save  water  in  a  rain  barrel  for^atering  your  gar- 
den 


Be  part  of  the  solution  —  prevent  pollution: 

•  take  housdiold  hazardous  wastes  (paint,  motor 
oils,  lead  add  batteries,  pool  chemicals, 
antifreeze)  to  Household  Hazardous  Waste 
defwts.in  your  community,  or  have  them  picked 
up  on  hazardous  waste  collection  days.  Do  not 
fHJur  them  dovfn  drains  or  storm  sewe«. 

•  reduce  pesticide  use 

•  discormect  eaves  trougji  spouts  that  are  connect- 
ed to  storm  sewers 

•  and  pet  owners:  stoop-and-scoop 

World  Water  Day  events  are  being  coordinated 
by  WaterCan,  a  rujn-govemmental  orgar\ization 
which  funds  dean  water  projects  in  developing 
countries.  WaterCan  also  fosters  awareness  among 
Canadiai\s  of  the  precious  nature  of  our  own  water 
resQurces  and  of  tt\e  r\eed  tp  manage  them  wisely. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION: 

MJni^ry  of  Envlronihent  and  Energy 

Public  Information  Centre 
135.  St  Clair  Avenue  West 
Toronto,  Ontario  M4V1P5 
Telephone:  (416)  323-4321 
1-800565-4923 

WaterCan  contact 

Leaniu  Johnston,  (613)  230-5182 
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